




Loose Insert
Drawing of opera figures 
by Hilda Zadikow



Your old friend  
wishes you all the best  
and delight in beauty
Theresienstadt, Hilda Zadikow. 
19 April 1945.

Hilda Zadikow (1890 - 1974) was a 
respected artist and her beautiful 
illustrations appear throughout the 
book. Born in Prague, she was sent 
to Theresienstadt in 1942 along 
with her husband, sculptor Arnold 
Zadikow, and daughter Marianne 
(Mariánka).

She was forced to paint decorative 
work and portraiture for the Nazis 
while in the camp.

After the war she lived in Italy, 
Israel and the U.S.



 Theresienstadt, April 1945 
  Emo Groag

“Stop! Stop!”
  

 Sweden - Red Cross
“What is it?”
“Rubens should not forget 
  about the Groags!” 
  (in broken German)

Emo Groag (1886 - 1965) was 
a German cartoonist who also 
appeared in another published 
autograph book, one belonging 
to Hilda Zadikow’s daughter 
Marinanne.



1 May 1945

In memory of music  
at Theresienstadt and in strong 
hopes of a better 
future.

Alice Sommer Herz

Stefan Sommer 
Paul Herz

Musical life in Theresienstadt 
was very rich. Many of the 
prisoners were prominent 
European musicians and artists 
whose celebrity and talent made 
them useful to the Nazis. It was 
considered to be a “model camp.”

Alice Sommer Herz (1903 - 2014) 
was one of the famous musicians in 
the camp and she continued to play 
after the war was over.  She loved 
music! Her story can be seen in The 
Lady in Number Six, an Academy 
Award winning documentary, made 
when she was 109 years old.



Loose Insert
March 27, 1945  
Concert Program

Music was played and also 
composed in the camp. Piano 
Sonata 7  was written in 
Theresienstadt by composer, 
musician and music critic Viktor 
Ullmann and was dedicated to 
Alice Sommer-Herz. Contemporary 
composer Dr. Jaap Hamburger 
of Vancouver, British Columbia 
met Alice in her home in London, 
England. He premiered Sonata 7 
in the Netherlands, his place of 
birth, and played from the original 
manuscript which he found in 
the library of the Goetheanum in 
Dornach, Switzerland.

Professor Herman Leydesdorff 
founded the Hollandsch String 
Quartet in 1911, was a violinist in 
the Amsterdam Concertgebouw 
Orchestra and became the 
head teacher of the Amsterdam 
Conservatory in 1918.

 



What an artist you are/that is    
          beyond question  —

Whether a painter, a musician, 
or whatever kind?

The reason I chose painting  
            for your sake 

Is only because that art/
 is not as loud for me! 

Think often and fondly of 
Yours, 
Hans Grünwald

Theresienstadt 1945.



Theresienstadt, 6 May, 45.

Remember the little shul in B IV, 
Margulinsky’s top bunk, my lower 
bunk, and my bed-mate 
Peter Deutsch –
 

These days of our shared suffering 
are now behind us, but our 
friendship, founded on our shared 
misery, will survive.

We will always be connected  
in spirit.
With warmest wishes
Ernst Feldberg

B IV refers to Hannover Kaserne,  
a former military barracks where  
the men were housed.
.



Peter Deutsch (1901 - 1965) 
was a noted German-Danish  
composer who conducted the 
Stadtkepelle, the city choir,  
a prisoners’ orchestra of  
over forty members who played  
popular classical music 
in Theresienstadt.

Dear Mannie!
Can you play this on the violin?
Double frets!

[Illegible text] on Symphony No 1.
In memory of Theresienstadt

Your
old friend
12 March 1946. Peter Deutsch



Herman Leydesdorff (1891 - 1985) 
was the 1st Violinist in the Amsterdam 
Concertgebouw Orchestra from 1911 
- 1915. He became the Director of the 
Jewish Conservatory during early WW2. 
His first wife was a well-known lawyer 
who died in the Dutch concentration 
camp Westerbork. He remarried later. 

Beatrice Pimentel (1913 - 1997) was a 
Dutch pianist and was imprisoned along 
with her sister Heleen in Theresienstadt.

Jo Spier (1900 - 1978) was considered 
one of the finest illustrators of his time 
in the Netherlands. There was a lot of 
controversy about Spier because of the 
political nature of his drawings; he was 
arrested in 1943 because of a satirical
cartoon of Hitler. However, the leader  
of the Dutch fascist party, Anton Mussert, 
was an admirer of Spier’s work and after 
being first imprisoned in the Westerbork 
Concentration Camp, and likely through 
Mussert’s influence, Spier and his family 
were sent to Theresienstadt  and not to 
the death camps.

Herman Leyesdorff 
Bé Pimentel
Jo Spier

In Theresienstadt, Spier did not live in 
a barracks, but along with his family, 
were given preferential housing. 
He painted murals in the children’s 
barracks and was forced to participate 
in the Nazi propaganda film which 
presented the camp as a comfortable 
Jewish holiday resort.
 
Henny Waas, the aunt of Dr. Richard 
Kool of Victoria, lived with Jo Spier’s
brother’s family in the camp and 
recently told Dr.Kool that the brothers 
rarely spoke with each other. According 
to Henny, Spier was accused of being a 
collaborator through his work with the 
propaganda film.

After the war, he emigrated to the 
USA in 1951 where he had a successful 
career in commercial illustration.



Leo Pappenheim (1896 - 1982) 
was a Dutch musician and director. “Traviata” 

  

 In memory of  
 the ‘opera evening”    
 at Theresienstadt
 Leo Pappenheim
 3 May 45



 In memory of the uplifting  
 musical performances  
 in the Freizeit
 during our exile at  
 Térezin.
             

 

             
 J. Poppelsdorf.

 1st Violist
“Concertgebouw Orchestra”
            
 Amsterdam.

 Térezin 30th May 1945

The Freizeitgestaltung, Free Time 
Organization, was responsible in  
the camp for organizing concerts, 
lectures and performances.

Juda Poppelsdorf (1880-1964 was  
a longtime member of the Amsterdam 
Concertgebouw Orchestra.  
He played in the first violin  
section from 1904 to 1940.



  

To our loyal helper  
in the Freizeit, in friendly  –
remembrance!

Elsa Schiller.

Theresienstadt, the 6 May 1945.

Elsa Schiller (1897 - 1974) was a  
German pianist.  After the war she 
became the music director for the 
American radio station RIAS in Berlin.  
In 1952 she worked for Deutsch 
Grammaphon. She is buried in  
Salzburg alongside her great friend, 
mezzo-soprano Julia-Lotte Stern.



  
We know each other only  
from having greeted  
each other in a friendly way,  
but that too is a good memory
All the best!

Miriam Pardies



  

[Illegible Hungarian?]

[Illegible Signature]

Terezin 1945 V.5.



In fond memory of 
copying out scores  
together and of playing in the 
orchestra at Theresienstadt

Marta Remm [?]

30 June 1945



In memory of the opera 
performances at Theresienstadt

David Seinfeld

Theresienstadt 1945



Why does this occur to me?

Hedda Grab Kernmayer

Theresienstadt

6 May 1945

Hedda Grab Kernmayer (1899 - 1989) 
was a singer with a notable opera 
career before being imprisoned at 
Theresienstadt in 1941. After the war 
she abandoned music and emigrated 
to the USA.



Männie, Männie. 
Did you know, that the  
wonderful powder that  
helped with your serious 
illness was just ordinary 
phenobarbital?

In memory of the Z.37
Theresienstadt
Hohenelbe Hospital 

[Illegible signature]

4 May 45.

From Klara, Mænni’s sister, still 
living in Copenhagen in 2020 in  
her late 90s: 

“Mænni... had been ill…he was 
issued a supplementary food ration 
coupon. He did not return it after its 
expiration. He kept on using it and 
was eventually discovered. 
He was sentenced for his “crime”  
to ten days in the Jewish prison. 
As there were many in the prison, he 
thus had a minyan, and my brother 
could say kaddish for our father.”

Hohenelbe Hospital was named after 
a famous hospital in Bohemia.



Never forget Theresienstadt!
4 May 1945

[Illegible signature]
MEINHARD.

Carl Meinhard (1875 - 1949) was 
born in Austria-Hungary and died 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was 
an actor and writer who appeared 
in the unreleased propaganda film 
“The Führer Gives a City to the 
Jews”. It is the only film known 
to be made by the Nazis inside an 
operating concentration camp. 

It was screened four times and was 
then lost. Twenty minutes of the film 
was re-discovered at a later time.



 Theresienstadt 6.5/45 

“But we’ll play the rifles  
  one more time!”

  In memory
  Jarka Adlerood [?]

“Larghetto quasi Andandino”



Terezín 1945
After a mass deportation.
H. Zadikow.



Hof Bahnhofstr. 35.
H. Zadikow.



Barracks in Bahnhofstraße 2.
Terezín 1945.
H. Zadikow.



Terezin 6. June 1945.

Let humans be noble,  
helpful and good. 
(Goethe) 

Doris L[…]mann. 

(Goethe) 
From: Das Göttliche, set to music 
by Ludwig v. Beethoven.



Just before leaving [the camp]
still unknown [to each other]
A hearty greeting!
H. Querido-Pimentel. 

Heleen Pimental (1916 - 2008), married 
to Andries Querido, was a Dutch actress 
and sister to Beatrice.



Music must be the most 
demanding lover, requiring
unconditional devotion  
of body and soul, each  
and every day, and
for one’s entire life!

In memory of a time of making 
music together.

Mr. Rudi Pick

Theresienstadt, in May 1945.



Dr. Leo Baeck (1873 - 1956) was a 
German Reform rabbi and leading 
scholar of liberal Jewish thought before 
and after the war. In Theresienstadt  
he was honorary head of the Council of 
Elders where he worked to improve the 
lives of inmates of all religions. After the 
war he continued his message of social 
justice and universal ethics. Many places 
of Jewish learning today bear his name.

What you forget and what you don’t forget,  
that is what decides the course your life will take.
Theresienstadt, 23 July 1945.
L. Baeck.



“The greatest thing is the 
  equilibrium of the soul” 
  In friendly memory of 
  Rabbi Dr. Leopold Neuhaus 
  Terezin, d. 2 June 1945.

Dr. Leopold Neuhaus was the last rabbi 
of the Jewish community in Frankfurt. 
He served as rabbi in Theresienstadt. 
In 1945 in Frankfurt he re-founded the 
Jewish community, organizing Jewish 
life for the few survivors. He died in 
Detroit, Michigan in 1954 where he 
served as rabbi.



All the best for the future! 
Theresienstadt will have 
been nothing but a bad dream!

30 June 1945  [Illegible signature]



6/4 ’46 

[Illegible text]
Peter Deutsch

[Illegible signature]

While in Theresienstadt Peter Deutsch 
directed the music for the unreleased 
Nazi propaganda film.



In remembrance Theresienstadt – 
and our dinner with the family 
Deutsch
6.4.46 Copenhagen before our 
concert with the Concertgebouw 
Orchester [sic],
Amsterdam.  
Siegfried de Boer

Siegfried de Boer (1907 - 1983)  
was in the second violin section of the 
Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra 
from  1929 to 1940. He was the violin 
teacher of Dr. Richard Kool’s aunt, 
Henny Waas, formerly of Amsterdam 
and now living in Spain.

Henny writes that Siegfried’s wife, a 
pianist who worked in the dining room 
of the orphanage in the Westerbork 
concentration camp in northern Holland, 
was not accustomed to waiting on 
children. Henny was at Westerbork 
before being sent to Theresienstadt.



In joy at our meeting in freedom  
at the house of Peter Deutsch 
 

Sal Inijder. [?]

The first few notes of Beethoven’s  
5th Symphony.



In memory of our  
friendship at  
Theresienstadt and of
our reunion at the  
home of Peter  
Deutsch on 6 April 
‘46 in Copenhagen

Sam Tromp.
1st Violinist,  
Concertgebouw Orchestra

Samuel Tromp (1902 - 1987) joined the 
Concertgebouw Orchestra in Amsterdam 
during the 1928-29 season as assistant 
principal second violin. As a result of 
Aryanization, he was fired in June 1941. 
He became a member of the Jewish 
Symphony Orchestra until he was 
deported to Barneveld and Westerbork, 
where Dutch musicians enjoyed a few 
small privileges. He was sent on to 
Theresienstadt.

After the war, Tromp returned to 
Amsterdam and the orchestra welcomed 
him back on Sept. 11, 1945. At this time 
he was a section player in the first 
violins. He received a monthly bonus 
to make up the salary of his former 
position.



Dr. Richard Kool inspired me from 
the very beginning and helped with 
research, digitization and personal 
connections to the Holocaust community. 
He continually urged me on. His passion 
and advocacy is priceless to the success 
of the project. On a happy note, he 
discovered the Pimentel sisters in the 
book and feels they are part of his own 
extended family. 

I am indebted to Dr. Andrew Gow for his 
translations from the German and for the 
many footnotes of the personalities in 
the book.

Dr. Jaap Hamburger, a gifted modern
composer, came on board enthusiastically 
and supplied many details about Alice 
Herz-Sommer.

I am most grateful to Karie McKinley 
who did the design work with incredible 
artistry and care.

Very special thanks to Morris Bleviss  
and Sydney Kalef whose generous 
support and ongoing encouragement 
made this happen.

And thanks to the many others from 
Israel, Copenhagen, UVic and Victoria 
who championed the project all the  
way through and I especially appreciate 
the endorsement of the Victoria Shoah 
Project and the assistance of the Ruben/
Tixell family.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This autograph book is now 75 years old. I encourage everyone who finds the book 
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